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RESOLUTION NO. 6858 


A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, DESIGNATING THE 
BURWOOD HOUSE AT 335 MONTEREY ROAD AS A 
CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDMARK (LANDMARK NO. 47) 


WHEREAS, Section 2.73A-14 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code Ordinance 
#2004 (commonly known as the “Cultural Heritage Ordinance”) authorized the Cultural 
Heritage Commission (“the Commission”) to recommend to the City Council the 
designation of appropriate properties as landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, a duly prepared nomination form has been prepared and submitted 
by the Cultural Heritage Commission to register the Burwood House at 335 Monterey 
Road as a landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the research and documentation provided by Cultural Heritage 
Co mmis sion members Glen Duncan and John Lesak amply demonstrate the 
qualifications of the property for landmark designation; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the applicable provisions of 
Subsection (a) (3) “Designation Procedure” of the above Ordinance Section in that it 
visited the site, attempted diligently and in good faith to meet with the property owner, 
mailed notices, held a duly noticed public hearing, received public comment; and 

WHEREAS, the accredited architectural historian recently determined in a report 
that the Burwood House appears eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission made findings of fact based on the nomination and 
supporting materials and the information and testimony provided by the public pursuant 
to Subsection (a) (2) “Designation Criteria” of the above Ordinance Section, as follows: 

(A.) Its character, interest or value as a part of the heritage of the community; 

According to building biographer Tim Gregory, the residence was built in 
1910. The original five-acre property was on a wooded hillside overlooking the 
Cawston Ostrich Farm, in what was then one of the most desirable and 
prestigious areas in South Pasadena. As such, it is a major contributor to the 
architectural and historic context of the Monterey Road neighborhood. Both 
owners, Ezra and Ida (Moon) Thompson, were South Pasadena community 
leaders. Ezra served as a trustee for many years on the South Pasadena School 
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Board and was listed in the local directory as a farmer. Ida was active in the 
Women’s Improvement Association. 

Important character-defining features specific to neighborhood context and 
the original agricultural use of the property include: 

• An extensive system of arroyo stone retaining walls along Monterey Road 
frontage, up the winding driveway and south of the residence. 

• Wooden cellar door and cooling chamber (wine cellar/root cellar) 
leading through retaining wall and into hillside. 

(D.) Its exemplification of a particular architectural style of an era of history of the city; 

The Craftsman Style, just beginning to hold sway in local residential 
development, predominates, although it also evidences Classical influences 
particularly Greek Revival, that were still popular, particularly in larger 
homes and public buildings. It is a particularly well-preserved example of this 
transition from classical to the modern, twentieth century American response 
to the Arts and Crafts movement now known as Craftsman. 

(F). Its identification as the work of a person whose work has influence the heritage of 
the City and the State of California. 

Although little is known about his early life and education, Lester S. Moore, 
the architect of the 335 Monterey Road property, is recognized as one of 
Southern California’s earliest noted architects. His career in the Los Angeles 
area spanned the period from about 1895 until shortly before his death in 
1924. 

An extensive list of Moore’s work, abridged in the Tim Gregory’s attached 
house history, indicates the architect’s thorough familiarity and experience in 
a number of styles becoming popular following the turn of the 20 th century. 
Moore first specialized in Mission Revival, then Craftsman, and later in period 
revival styles that gained acceptance after WWI. He also designed everything 
from single-family residences and multi-unit apartment houses to all kinds of 
public buildings. Previous to his work on the Thompson house, Moore had 
designed a studio residence and art gallery along the Arroyo Seco in South 
Pasadena for Franz Bischof, one of Southern California’s premier Plein Air 
and studio painters. Unfortunately, that very significant structure was 
demolished years ago and Burwood is the most significant surviving example 
of Moore’s work in South Pasadena. 


WHEREAS, the Commission findings included a determination that the 
Burwood House has an extremely high degree of integrity; and 
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WHEREAS, based on the evidence presented in the application materials, the 
designation being categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act, sub¬ 
committee research, on-site inspection and public testimony, the Cultural Heritage 
Commission voted to recommend designation of this property on November 17, 2005 and 
forwarded the recommendation to the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed designation on 
January 18,2006 and received public testimony. 


NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND 
ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City Council approves the designation of 335 Monterey Road 
as an Official South Pasadena Historic Landmark; and 

SECTION 2. The City Council directs the City Clerk to file the appropriate 
designation with the office of the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/Clerk’s Office. 


PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON this 18 th day of January, 2006. 



ATTEST: 

s 

Sally Kilby, City Clerk Q 


APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of South Pasadena at a regular meeting held on the 18 th day of 
January, 2006, by the following vote: 

AYES: Cacciotti, Margrave, Putnam, Ten and Mayor Stamps 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 


ABSTAINED: 


None 



